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1st Mix specialise in small loads of ready-mixed 
concrete for the DIY, smaller commercial  
and industrial markets. 1st Mix are also the 
Minimix department of Breedon Group PLC,  
a leading construction materials group  
in Great Britain and Ireland. 
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We know that the UK’s larger ready-mixed concrete companies  
aren’t always geared up to supply smaller quantities. We also know  
that our customers would prefer to deal with a local supplier who is  
able to respond quickly and efficiently to their needs, this is why  
we have offices around the country filled with dedicated shipping  
teams who will handle your order from beginning to end.

We operate a fleet of minimix concrete trucks carrying small loads  
from 1 to 4 cubic metres. Minimix ready-mixed concrete is our business, 
our managers, drivers and service team know it inside and out  
and will always give you an honest assessment of what you need,  
how much you need and how much you need to spend.

How to work out quantity needed

Working out how much Concrete you need for a job can seem complicated,  
but we have some handy tips and tools to help you get it right every time.

Firstly, you will need some measurements. Namely the length, width and depth 
of the area the concrete will be used in. Once you have these numbers visit  
the address below to use our online calculator and follow the steps to get  
your total amount required.

https://www.1stmix.co.uk/concrete-calculator/

What mix you need

The following pages are filled with information on the different types of concrete 
available, it is vitally important that the correct grade of Concrete is used for each 
job so that building and safety standards are met and also so the concrete performs 
as desired.

Continue reading to see the standard uses of the different concrete mixes  
and decide which is best for your project.

PAGE 3



PAGE 4    1st Mix Concrete Product Guide

Concrete products and services

Foundations 

1st Mix can offer concrete that is perfect for your 
foundations, one of the most important parts of any 
building work. Ideal for domestic & commercial use, 
the grade of concrete required will depend on the 
work being carried out, be it a single or double story 
structure that will be supported.
Common uses of foundation concrete are:
• House foundations • Wall foundations
• Garage foundations • Conservatory foundations

MIX REFERENCE: 
Single Story Gen 1
Double Story Gen 3
Metal Reinforced  RC35

Garage Floors 

A garage can be home to many things, so you need a 
concrete that can withstand having cars parked and 
manoeuvred on it as well as a clean and dust free 
storage surface. Perfect for whatever your plans are 
with your garage our concrete is easy to place and will 
stand the test of time.
Common uses of garage floor concrete:
• New garage floors
• Garage extensions

MIX REFERENCE: 
C30

Driveways/Footpaths 

Whether it’s creating a new driveway or revitalising 
an old footpath, concrete is a brilliant solution. 
Our specific driveway/footpath mixes are ideal for 
external use, having frost resistance (AEA) and hard-
wearing surfaces they are up for whatever life throws 
at them.
Common uses of driveway/footpath concretes are:
• Driveways • Patios
• External Paths • Light industrial areas

MIX REFERENCE: 
Domestic driveways/footpaths PAV 1 
Commercial use  PAV 2

Internal Floors 

If you’re looking to resurface a current floor or are 
starting from scratch, then having a level and hard-
wearing floor is the perfect way to start. Different types 
of floor will require different mixes so we always advise 
you to speak to one of our sales team who can help 
you decide the best option.
Common uses of Internal Floor Concrete:
• Subfloor
• Concrete floor under tiles/carpet

MIX REFERENCE: 
GEN 3



Understanding slumps

Ready mixed Concrete is supplied with a 
designated slump, this is a number that 
indicates how much water content is in the 
concrete leading to a slump class (how far  
the concrete will travel under its own weight 
on a slump testing sheet in mm).

Standard slump classes are S1 (25mm),  
  S2 (70mm) and S3 (100mm). These 
numbers will vastly change the properties of 
the concrete, so it is important to select the 
correct number when ordering. 

As a rough guide an S1 class concrete would 
be a ‘dry mix’, usually expected to be tipped 
onto a surface near the job and moved 
manually. An S2 slump would be the middle 
ground, usually ideal for filling wheelbarrows 
directly underneath the trucks chute and 
then moving to the required location. Finally, 
is an S3, this is normally called a ‘wet mix’ 
and is used when the concrete location can 
be directly accessed by the vehicle and 
discharged directly.

Additional

•  FIBRES – 1st Mix are able to offer a wide 
range of Fibres for use in Concrete, a 
standard fibre will provide additional 
surface strength to the mix, for additional 
information on Fibres contact your local 
sales representative.

•  OPC/CEM1 – The majority of our mixes 
can be supplied as an ‘OPC’/‘CEM1’, this 
denotes the type of Cement used in the 
Concrete. An OPC/CEM1 mix has a faster 
drying time and is also more suited to use 
in cold weather conditions.

•  10MM – As a standard, Concrete is 
supplied with a 20mm Aggregate, for 
some specific jobs this can create issues 
so we can also offer a 10mm aggregate, 
this means that the size of aggregate will 
range from 4mm-10mm but no larger.

•  SIKA WATERTIGHT – Sika Watertight is 
an additive that provides waterproofing, 
making it ideal to be used in basements, 
retaining walls and facades such as 
swimming pools where water may be 
present and is a cost-effective alternative 
to installing membranes.

For full terms & conditions please visit our website, 
www.1stmix.co.uk. Concrete specification requires 
specialist technical training and as such all products 
are supplied solely at risk to the end user whose 
responsibility it is to ensure that the correct 
specification is being met at all times.
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Concrete products and services

Shed Bases 

One of the most self-explanatory types of concrete, 
it’s crucial the right mix is used when creating  
a shed base so that you have a long lasting and  
hard-wearing base. Thankfully we have the perfect 
mixes just for this purpose and have years  
of experience using them.
Common uses of shed base concrete:
• Shed Bases • Greenhouse base
• Summerhouse base

MIX REFERENCE: 
C25

Agricultural 

Concrete used in agricultural settings needs to be up 
to the task, in use day and night, in any weather and 
having everything an agricultural setting can throw 
at it. Our specified agricultural mixes are designed to 
withstand it all, with fibre reinforcement for added 
strength and a durable surface, it really is perfect to 
get the job done.
Common uses for agricultural concrete:
• Livestock enclosures • Farm Machinery storage
• Workshop flooring • Yard floors

MIX REFERENCE: 
RC45 + FIBRES
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Special Products

Further Reading

BREEDONFlow® Form

BREEDON Rapidcrete™

BREEDONFlow® Gypscreed

BREEDON Foam™

BREEDONFlow® Swiftscreed

BREEDONFlow® Form is a  
Multi-Purpose concrete that  
is highly flowable, allowing  
for quick and easy coverage  
of congested areas. 
Thanks to the self-compacting 
properties, vibrating and 
compacting isn’t required which 
makes the material simple and 
fast to deploy and ensures a 
quality finish is easy to achieve.
Common Uses:
• Floor slabs
• Congested areas
• Structural toppings

BREEDON Rapidcrete™ is a quick 
drying concrete designed to 
achieve a higher early strength 
when compared to traditional 
concrete mixes.
Able to take light foot traffic after 
24 hours, BREEDON Rapidcrete™ 
allows for reduced construction 
time and improved efficiency  
on site.
Common Uses:
• Road repairs
• Internal & External Paving
•  Time critical structural repairs

BREEDONFlow® Gypscreed is  
a self-compacting, free flowing 
floor screed for use in the 
majority of interior applications 
where a subsequent floor 
covering will be used.
Offering a smooth, flat and level 
surface alongside enhanced 
drying rates, low shrinkage and 
reduced thickness compared to 
traditional Screeds, larger areas 
can be completed in a fraction of 
the time.
Common Uses:
•  Replacement for traditional 

floor screed
•  Residential/commercial/retail 

floors
•  Electric/wet underfloor heating 

systems

BREEDON Foam™ is a free-
flowing foamed concrete that 
has been designed to comply 
with the highway authorities’ 
regulations on trench and cavity 
reinstatement.
Requiring no compaction, 
BREEDON Foam™ is ideal for 
stabilising adjacent surfaces 
to the cavity being filled and 
allows for reduced labour, faster 
construction and even thermal 
insulation.
Common Uses:
• Cavity/Void Fill
• Pipe/Tank Infill
•  HUAC (Highways Authority) 

reinstatements

BREEDONFlow® Swiftscreed is a 
self-placing and self-compacting 
cementitious screed for use on 
interior flooring.
Requiring less labour than a 
traditional floor screed and 
designed to work with as little 
as 30mm coverage depth, 
BREEDONFlow® Swiftscreed both 
fully encapsulates underfloor 
heating pipes and covers large 
areas with ease whilst reducing 
any possible shrinkage.
Common Uses:
•  Electric/Wet underfloor heating
• Internal flooring

To find out more about 
our range of special 
products then visit 
the link below or call 
your local office on the 
number on the back  
of this brochure.

https://1stmix.co.uk/
concrete-products-
services/specialist/
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Quick guide to laying concrete – getting the right result

There are some great online guides to laying concrete, but here are the basics for a typical DIY  
or garden job. This is not meant to provide comprehensive instructions and there may be conditions specific to 
your site to take in to consideration. If in doubt talk to one of our sales agents for advice.
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3 8

4 9

5 10

DIY_Guide_01

Safety first 

Wet concrete can cause burns 
to the skin, so make sure 
you’re wearing the right gear – 
waterproof gloves, long-sleeved 
clothes, safety boots and eye 
protection. See our concrete  
safety data sheet for details.

Order your concrete! 

We can normally deliver within 
48 hours. Ask for advice on 
preparing for the delivery. 
Concrete should not be laid in 
very cold or wet conditions, so 
choose carefully when you want 
to do the job.

Get the right tools 

Spade, shovel, tape measure, 
string line, wooden pegs, spirit 
level, finishing trowel / float, 
builder’s T-square, wheelbarrow, 
wooden tamping bar, lump 
hammer, levelling beam, wooden 
planks, polythene sheeting.

Get set for delivery

Give yourself plenty of time  
to prepare for, receive, lay  
and finish the concrete.  
Ready-mixed concrete typically 
has a working time of a couple of 
hours,  after which it begins to go off, so you need to 
work fast! Why not have friends and family over to help out?

Prepare the area

Dig the space for your 
concrete and prepare the 
wooden formwork to securely 
hold the mix in place. Allow 100mm depth for the 
concrete (depending on your project) and another 
100mm for a hardcore base. The top of the formwork 
should be level with the finished concrete surface. 
Consider issues such as dampproofing, drainage  
and run-off water (25mm fall for every 2m length).

What’s the access like?

A typical mixer truck is 3m wide 
and weighs over 20 tonnes, so we 
can’t always pour directly from 
the truck into your space. You can 
use a temporary container (e.g. 
a large skip) or transfer the concrete quickly to 
avoid ‘waiting time’ charges. Depending on the location 
and volume, transfer options include hiring a mini-dumper, 
hiring a concrete pump, creating a wooden chute or using  
friends and neighbours with wheelbarrows (bear in mind 
that 4m3 of concrete is over 100 barrow loads!)

Create a sound base

Ensure the ground beneath  
the space where the concrete 
will go is level and very 
compacted. Line the area with 
a 100mm layer of hardcore 
(aggregate, stones, broken 
brick, etc.) and tamp down 
firmly to give a solid base.

Levelling and smoothing

As the concrete goes into your 
space, push the mix into all 
corners of the footings and 
formwork, tamping it down into 
place with a wooden beam. Then use a 
straight beam to level the surface, using a steel trowel  
to shift the concrete around and achieve a smooth finish.

Do your calculations

Measure and calculate  
the amount of concrete 
you will need using  
our concrete calculator  
(https://www.1stmix.co.uk/
concrete-calculator/).  
Double check your measurements to be certain 
to order the right amount, as miscalculations  
can be expensive!

Completion

Once the concrete is laid, 
cover it with polythene 
sheeting to stop it curing  
too quickly (which may cause 
cracking). A spray-on curing agent 
may be used to reduce curing time, 
increase durability and seal the surface. Allow at least a week 
for the concrete to cure, and more if the weather is cold and 
wet. Full strength is typically achieved after one month.



Elsham

Retford

Boston

Derby

NottinghamStoke-on-Trent

Walsall

Corby

Enderby

Sutton in
Ashfield

Leaton
Cannock

Oldbury
Birmingham

Stourport

Peterborough

West Deeping
King’s Lynn

Grantham

Sleaford

Woodhall Spa

Skegness
Norton
Disney

Tewkesbury

Cardi�

Woodham

Evesham Milton Keynes

Northampton Willington

Huntingdon

Luton

Theale

Coventry

Ling Hall Daventry
Worcester

Tamworth

Chesterfield
Northwich

Crewe

Sta�ord

Grimsby

Rotherham

@1stMixMiniMix @1stMixMiniMix

@1stMix@1stmix_minimix

3m /  
10ft

3.
9

m
 /

  
13

ft

7.2m /  
24ft

For your local order office call:

Vehicle sizes and chute length

Find us on social media:

Corby: 
01536 430 500
Nottingham: 
01157 483 006
Stoke-On-Trent: 
01782 481 620

Walsall:  
0121 514 6146
Mansfield Shipping Office:  
01623 541 414
Or call our sales line:  
01623 541 415

Info@1stmix.co.uk
www.1stmix.co.uk 

Average chute 
size is 8ft




